
� Celebrating  
The History of Wastekeep 
A.S.   XIV          A.S.  XLIV 



Chroniclers Report for 1981 
Our Newsletter, The Wastekeepshire Word is still operating on $6.00 a year for 

ten issues (usually one year) with added support from fund raising.  We cur-
rently have 22 paying subscribers and 7 trade or complimentary subscriptions.  
Improvements made in the last year include the purchase of an IBM typing ball 

with Olde English script and the discovery of a source of computer printed 
address labels which we will begin using with the next issue. 

 
Catriona of Rathcroghan       Chronicler 

Wastekeep 
Per pall Or, argent and azure, a laurel wreath vert, a tree blasted and eradicated 

sable, and a grey granite tower proper. 

Households of Wastekeepshire in 1981 
 

Malinwood~~ Head: Lord Dyon de Mantel 3 members 2 attatched pages 
Maison Rosette~~ Head Lord Richard Ravenglass the Pure  

5 members 1 attatched mercenary 
Halil Kamar~~ Jordana du Lac  8 members 

House Eclipse~~ Head Lord Martin of the Wold 2 members 

Assets of the Shire in 1981 
Includes $170.94 not counting the Word fund. 

1 1/2 first aid kits, 8 gold tablecloths, canopy (mundane) gold key for 10 peo-
ple, Old English Typing element, Inventory of printed material for sale, eric 
stakes and rope, 50 pennants, Shire banner, 2 6ft free standing candelabras, 7 
books in the library and an assortment of TI’s, Elf Hill Times, The Hammer 

and The Known World Handbook. 

Membership totaled 37 in 1981 
These included Dominic el Borach Lupine, Marcia of Jarrow Motte, Dyon de 

Mantel, Aaron de Mantel, Catriona of Rathcroghan 
All still playing here with us today.  

 

Some Wastekeep Tidbits 
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To Wit, And Thus Spake Brother Bombastio Verbosi upon 
The Feast of St. Alban 

Early in the history of Wastekeepshire, it became obvious that something had to be done about 
the rampant punning taking place in the shire, that is the shire was ever to be considered as more 

than an eccentric and provincial center of bad taste, and so a pun tax of 25 cents per pun was 
levied and along with it was created the of Grand Puntiff was Lord Artur de Sole. 

Some short time after this tax was levied it became clear that some members of the shire would 
soon go broke. So to keep the shire from having to support these impoverished miscreants, and 
yet still offer some semblance of protection to the general populace from their obnoxious puns, 

the shire created the Order of the Ailing Wit, pronounced "Ow, like "Ow, I just stubbed my toe". 
Its members would be exempt from the pun tax, but would be required to bear somewhere upon 
their person the betraying letter OAW as a warning to innocent persons who might engage them 

in civil conversation. 

It was also at this time that the Order took as its symbol, if not proudly, at least fittingly, the 
infamous rubber chicken. 

Shortly after its inception, Johann Thorsson was made its second Grand Puntiff and soon made 
its first member, that paragon of genteel virtue and I am quite sure totally undeserving recipient 

of this damning social stigma, the then Lord Dyon de Mantel. 

It was not long before the Order's second and third members were added, those being Alvyn 
Eustace and David of Babylon, and as time passed others were added as well. 

Then, oh sorry day, when Ulfred was Prince of AnTir, he decided, with no justifiable reason that 
I can see, to inflict this nefarious Order upon the Principality. This is why, in later years, one 

might hear him being referred to as Ulfred the Black Prince, or Ulfred the Vile. 

Fortunately there was a problem with making the OAW a Principality Order. There was already 
a chartered OAW, that being the Order of Arachne's Web. Unfortunately that did not stop wily 
Prince Ulfred who after lengthy, and in my mind wasted, deliberation over a large jug of ques-

tionable wine, renamed it The Whimsical Order of the Ailing Wit, or WOAW, pronounced 
"Woe" like "Oh woe is me!", and chartered it as a Principality Order. 

Shortly after AnTir became a Kingdom, Johann Thorsson turned over the scepter of the Grand 
Puntificate, that aforementioned chicken, to one Payne of Wooderising, who actually seemed 

interested in promoting the sorry group, and so the Barony of Wastekeep bid a tardy adieu to the 
WOAW, sending this ill begotten child out into an unsuspecting world, and fervently hoped it 
would eventually find the final death it so richly deserved. Unfortunately, this does not seem to 

be the case. 

As I was charged to do, so have I written down this history to the best of my recollection, while 
remembering the words of a great and sometimes sorry Prince, "Never let the truth stand in the 

way of a good story." 

Signed this Twenty-first day of January, AS 30, Bro. Bombastio Verbosi Scribe to  
His Excellency Sir Dyon de Mantel, Baron Wastekeep 

Taken from the first Springfest 
recap in the Wastekeepshire Word 

Wastekeep was founded in 1979, by 
Three individuals; Janice Peters 

(Jocelyn Crokehorn, Dale Painter 
(Dyon de Mantel), and Dan Roberts 
(Nattan der Sanger—formally of the 

Mists.  The first meeting was held in a 
local library on May 2. Our first news-
letter was sent out in advance of this 
meeting.  The  meeting was attended 
by about twenty people in addition to 

a full slate of officers (at that time 
Seneschal, Marshal, Herald, Mistress 

of Arts, Mistress of Sciences).  Waste-
keep mailed a petition to the Board of 
Directors for recognition as a shire on 

May 28, 1979.  
 
Taken from the pages of the petition to the Crown.  

First Event: 
June 9 1979  Pre-Equinoctal Fest at Leslie Groves Park in Richland WA.   

25 people in attendance.  
Some of the activities included:  Artful Abduction, Shire Device Competition 

and Bag Pipes. 

First Springfest Event 
April 10-11 1982 at Lewis and Clark Trails State Park   

51 people in attendance 
Some of the Activities included: Homemade Pin Cushion Contest, Torture 

Contest, Device for Badge of “Blasted Tree” Contest 

First Fighter: 
Paul Budd (Dyon was not far behind) 

First Seneschal: 
Fae de la Mer (later known as Jocelyn Crokehorn) 

First Royalty to Visit: 
Prince Scellanus and Princess Maelin 

First War: 
Broken Mountain War with Three Mountains 

First Peer: 
Dyon de Mantel Knighted AS XIX 


